
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 6 & 9, 2021 
 

The Savior’s great love for us is the guiding 

principle in our lives, and this love unites us 

as we love one another. 

 
Opening Hymn (From Supplement) ................... 749, “The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me” 
Order of Service (From Supplement) .............. Gathering Rite on the Word of God, Page 11 
Prayer of the Day:  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us 
to think those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 
always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
FIRST LESSON 
Psalm of the Day .................................................................................... Psalm 98 (page 103) 
SECOND LESSON 
Verse of the Day:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone 
loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him.  Alleluia.  
GOSPEL LESSON 
Hymn of the Day ................................................................ 492, “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 
(Thursday) – Time of Grace Video 
(Sunday) – EXAMINATION OF CONFIRMANDS 
Apostles’ Creed ........................................................................................................ Page 41 
Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn ..................................................................... 458, “May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” 
Closing Prayer/Benediction 
Closing Hymn ............................................................ 323, “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” 
 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 11:19-26 
 

The Word of the Lord spreads after the first great persecution in Jerusalem. The church at 
Antioch experienced substantial growth, especially among the heathen. 
 

     Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that took place at the time of Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some men from Cyprus 
and Cyrene who came to Antioch and also began to speak to the Greeks, preaching the good news about the Lord 
Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large number of people believed and turned to the Lord. A report about 
this reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go on to Antioch. When he arrived and 

saw God’s grace, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts. He was a 
good man who was full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a large number of people were added to the Lord. Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. When he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year they 
met with the church and taught a large number of people. It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called 
Christians.  
 

SECOND LESSON:  1 John 4:1-11 
 

John urges us to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” The Spirit of God can be 
recognized in those who acknowledge that “Jesus Christ has come into the flesh.” John also 
tells us to love one another, since God loved us by sending his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 
      
     Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in the world. You are from God, dear children, 
and you have overcome the false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. They are from 
the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to them. We are from God. The one 
who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish 
between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  
     Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God. The one who does not love has not known God, because God is love. This is how God’s love for us 
was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him. This is love: not 
that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, if 
God loved us so much, we also should love one another.  
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 15:9-17 
 

Jesus points out the connection between love and obedience, and he tells us to put our faith 
into action by loving one another. 
 
     “As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. If you hold on to my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you these 
things so that my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete. “This is my command: Love 
one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because everything that I heard from my 
Father, I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. These things I am instructing you, 
so that you love one another.” 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HEAD USHERS THIS WEEK:   Lyle Moldenhauer/Chris Zwygart;  next week:  Hubert Albert/Don Koch. 
ANNUAL GROUNDS INSPECTION:  All church council members are reminded that our annual grounds 
inspection will take place at the Wednesday (May 12) council meeting.  This meeting will begin at 6:30 PM! 
    ***ELDERS—please be reminded that your meeting will begin at 6:00 PM that evening. 
THE EXAMINATION of this year’s eighth grade confirmation class will take place on Sunday (TODAY).  They 
will be confirmed at the Sunday, May 16, worship service.  This year’s confirmands are:  Miranda Giese, Emma 
Heckel, Alex Kuehl, Morgan Manning, Drake Oshefsky, and Adam Zellmer. 
   In addition, Madison Boeck and Mason Gerth will also be confirmed at the May 16 worship service.  Madison 
and Mason have studied the Christian faith with Pastors Drake, Kesting, and Mose through the Trinity 
Community Center and will be examined on Thursday, May 13, by Pastor Kesting at St. Paul’s, Neosho. 
ALTAR OFFERING:  This year’s altar offering will be taken on Thursday, May 13, and Sunday, May 16.  The 
money received has been designated as follows:  100% to the church budget.  Please look for the special 
envelope marked Altar Offering in your envelope packets. 
ASCENSION DAY falls on Thursday, May 13, this year.  Because of ongoing safety concerns, there will NOT 
be an AREA Ascension Day service as in past years.  We will have our normal 7:00 PM worship service that 
evening at which we will offer communion.  That week also happens to be Confirmation Sunday week, so we are 
encouraging those who may not have someone in their family directly involved with confirmation to consider 
attending the Thursday evening worship service rather than the Sunday service.  In this way, we can more safely 
accommodate the extra guests who may be attending the confirmation service on Sunday.  The service and 
sermon will be the same for both services. 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way with the WALL softball tournament which we will be 
hosting/hosted this weekend.  Thanks also for the many donations we received for the concessions stand!  This 
was a big event which wouldn’t have been possible without all your efforts! 
PLANT EXCHANGE:  On Sunday, May 23, we will host a plant exchange immediately following the worship 
service in the parking lot.  All members are invited to bring “extra” plants from their garden, yard, or house to 
exchange with – or give to others – who are looking for new and different varieties of flowers and plants to 
beautify their house and yard.  This is not just a plant exchange; it is also a giveaway. You don’t have to bring a 
plant to take something home!  If interested, be sure to check it out! 
LOOKING FOR ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS!  Our Altar Guild Committee is down to just four members, so we 
are looking for some additional volunteers.  The Altar Guild is responsible for helping to set up communion and 
taking care of the paraments on the altar.  If this is something you would be interested in learning more about or 
would be willing to help with, please speak with Pastor Mose or Diane Koch today!  Thank you! 
WE WISH all our mothers a very happy and blessed Mother’s Day on Sunday! 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God by an anonymous donor 
and express the following sentiments:  “Thanking God for all mothers this weekend, especially Virginia 
Wendorff.” 
WE THANK the Sunday School children for their joyful handbell selection at the opening of Sunday’s worship 
service! 
 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 
 

Attendance:   Thursday:  20;  Sunday:  105 
Offerings:   $4,615.00 
      (Budget Amount Needed Each Week:  $7,052.00)  
Special Funds:  Debt Retirement:  $185.00 
Memorials:  In Memory of Art Mittelstadt:  $100.00 (Designated for St. 
    Matthew’s School) 
 
 
 
 

OUR WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S 
  
 

Sunday: Worship Service (Examination Sunday) ...................... 9:00 AM 
 Mother’s Day 
  
Tuesday: School Board Meeting ................................................... 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday: Elders’ Meeting ........................................................... 6:00 PM!! 
 Church Council (Annual Grounds Inspection) ......... 6:30 PM!! 
  
Thursday: Communion Worship Service (Ascension) ................... 7:00 PM 
 ALTAR OFFERING 
 Adult Choir ..................................................................... 8:00 PM 
 SCRIP ORDERS DUE 
 
Sunday: Communion Worship Service (Confirmation) ............... 9:00 AM 
 ALTAR OFFERING 
 


